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THE CONFERENCE

The success of the First International Conference on Coastal and Port Engineering 
in Developing Countries (COPEDEC), held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in March 1983, 
resulted in the creation of a Permanent Secretariat (PS) to organise this special con-
ference once every four years in a developing country. Subsequent Conferences were 
held in Beijing, China (September 1987), Mombassa, Kenya  (September 1991), Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil (September 1995), Cape Town, South Africa (April 1999), Colombo, 
Sri Lanka (September 2003) and Dubai, UAE (February 2008). 

During the COPEDEC VI Conference in Colombo, on September 19th, 2003, a merger 
agreement between PIANC, the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastruc-
ture, and COPEDEC was signed and consequent to this agreement, a new Internation-
al Organising Committee (IOC) was formed. In order to continue the proud tradition of 
the former COPEDEC conferences, it was ensured that at least three members of the 
former COPEDEC PS, including the chairman, would remain as members of this newly 
formed IOC. The merger of PIANC and COPEDEC resulted in a tremendous response 
during the VIIth COPEDEC conference held in Dubai, UAE during February 2008. 

The International PIANC - COPEDEC Organising Committee is pleased 
to announce that the International PIANC - COPEDEC VIII Conference 

will be held in Chennai, India from 20-24 February 2012.

Due to the success of the pre-conference short courses in Cape Town, Colombo and 
Dubai, the organisation of  one or two day pre-conference short course(s) is envisaged 
provided there is sufficient interest from applicants.

Technical tours and social events will also be arranged during the week of the Confer-
ence. Post-conference tours to interesting places in and around Chennai and other 
places of interest along the Indian coast will be arranged. The language of the Confer-
ence will be English.

OBJECTIVES

The active mission of the PIANC - COPEDEC Conferences is:

1.	 to provide an international forum at which coastal and port engineers from develop-
ing countries can exchange know-how and experience amongst themselves and 
with their colleagues from industrialised countries;

2.	 to enable the developing countries to have a sustainable human resource pool of 
coastal and port development professionals.

The overall theme for COPEDEC VIII is 
“Meeting the Challenges of the Coastal Environment” 

As with previous conferences, the emphasis on technical subjects remains. Papers 
will focus on practical applications, planning, management and environmental aspects 
of coastal and port engineering in developing and industrialised countries, including 
documentation of case studies.  



FELLOWSHIPS

Fellowships will be available to selected participants with priority given to authors from 
developing countries. The award of fellowships require the acceptance of the submitted 
abstract, detailed procedures for application for fellowships will be provided in the Second 
Announcement. The fellowship applications shall be forwarded along with the abstracts. 

PAPERS	

Selection of papers for presentation will be based on a two-page abstract. It should be 
noted that digital copy (e-mail Word document) shall be forwarded to the PSC (Paper Se-
lection Committee) Secretary before 15 February 2011. The deadline will be the same for 
the receipt of completed applications for fellowship support to attend the conference. The 
papers will be reviewed by the International Paper Selection Committee, which is sched-
uled to meet in May 2011. The authors are advised to keep note of the following time line. 

The papers must be presented at the Conference by one of the authors, and the main 
author must guarantee such a presentation. Presenting authors will be entitled to a 
reduced Registration Fee. Selected papers will be presented within a maximum of four 
parallel sessions. Twenty minutes will be allocated for each presentation, followed by 
five minutes for discussion.

CORRESPONDENCE

Details regarding registration, participation and Conference organisation may be ob-
tained from:

	

Additional information can also be found on the PIANC website: 
http://www.pianc.org and http://www.pianc-copedec2012.in

Receipt of abstracts along with fellowship applications by Secretary of PSC	 15 Feb. 2011	
Meeting of the Paper Selection Committee 	 May 2011 	
Notification of acceptance of abstracts	 15 June 2011	
Notification of fellowship award	 30 June 2011	
Receipt of revised abstracts by Secretary of PSC	 15 July 2011	
Submission of full paper for inclusion in conference CD & Early registration	  15 Nov. 2011

International Organising Committee
	 PIANC-COPEDEC VIII                                                        
	 PIANC HQ                                                              
	 Blvd. du Roi Albert II, 20 – B. 3                                            
	 B-1000 Brussels
	 Belgium                                   
	 Tel. : + 32 2 553 71 58                                                              
	 Fax : + 32 2 553 71 55                                                              
	 Email : copedec@pianc.org		

Local Organising Committee
	 PIANC-COPEDEC VIII
	Department of Ocean Engineering
Indian Institute of Technology Madras
	 Chennai 600 036
	 India
	 Tel. : +91 44 2257 4809
	 Fax : +91 44 2257 4802
	Email : copedec2012@iitm.ac.in



SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

Further details of the Conference, including procedures for submission of abstracts and 
papers and registration requirements will be included in the Second Announcement to be 
issued in May 2010.

IIT MADRAS, CHENNAI, INDIA

The Conference will be held in the sprawling campus of the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy Madras. Set in verdant wooded surroundings, the campus of IIT Madras offers an 
ideal environment for the most stimulating technical deliberations. The IITM campus is self-
contained with all the facilities of a modern university, and is situated in an environment 
rich in flora and fauna. The Institute campus extends over an area of 2.5 square km in             
Chennai (formerly known as Madras) the political and cultural capital of Tamil Nadu. The 
city of Chennai is situated on the South-east coast of India and is India’s fourth largest met-
ropolitan city. The 368-year-old city is the 36th largest metropolitan area in the world. The 
city is also a large commercial and industrial centre, and is known for its cultural heritage 
and temple architecture. The city, which has its own International airport, is well connected 
to many other countries by a number of leading airlines.

PROVISIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

The Conference, which is intended to facilitate deliberations, discussions and interac-
tions among peers, will include but not be limited to, the following themes:

1.	 Port and Coastal Infrastructure Engineering
	 Coastal and port structures / Intake and outfall systems/ Materials for use in the 

marine environment/ Desalination
2.	 Port, Harbour and Marina Planning and Management
	 Port planning and layout / Nautical aspects / Operations and Maintenance
3.	 Coastal Stabilization and Waterfront Development
	 Coastal protection including case studies/ Tidal inlets
4.	 Coastal Sediments and Hydrodynamics
	 Shallow water waves/ Coastal processes/ Sedimentation and Morphodynamic 
	 Processes
5.	 Coastal Zone Management and Environment
	 Environmental impact assessment/ Coastal vegetation and forests/ Tourism and 

recreation
6.	 Coastal Risk Management
	 Coastal Risk analysis and management/ Marine Pollution/ Climate change/ 
	 numerical techniques/ Extreme wave events and analysis / Tsunamis
7.	 Short Sea Shipping and Coastal Navigation
8.	 Marine Data Acquisition and Management
	 Marine surveys and Instrumentation/ Remote Sensing/ GIS
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